
TODAY’SAIMS
• To understand how to develop paragraphs and 
utilise topic sentences



Opening paragraphs

The way a paragraph is written depends on:
• PLACE
• FUNCTION 

Read the following two pages of paragraphs and answer the 
questions on page 89 with a partner 



Analysing a main body paragraph
Which features would you expect to find in a main body paragraph of a 
discursive essay? 
Essential (E), optional (O) or not relevant (N)

a) The main point of the paragraph 
expressed clearly

b) A thesis statement

c) Additional supporting points

d) Explanation of a concept

e) Definition of key terms

f) Examples and other supporting evidence

g) Citations

h) Comment on or evaluation of main points

i) A concluding statement recapping or 
summarising the main idea

j) A link to the next paragraph 



Unified and coherent

In each paragraph one idea of topic is 
developed and explained



Unified
• must follow the idea mentioned in the topic sentence and must 

not deviate from it 

• must also be relevant to the title



Coherent
• has sentences that all logically follow each other

• the ideas flow and are not isolated

• transitions, linking words/phrases 

• structuring your paragraph to patterns: general to particular; 
whole to parts; question to answer; effect to cause



Unity and cohesion can be done through:

• the use of pronouns
• repetition of key nouns
• synonyms
• antonyms
• transition signals 

Read the examples on page 92 and underline the 
cohesive devices in texts a-f



You cannot have a 2-sentence paragraph

• should have enough sentences to fully develop the main idea 
(topic sentence) 

• generalisations should always be supported with examples or 
evidence

• be specific, assume the reader is new to the topic 

• avoid repetition 



The ‘Topic Sentence’

v Every paragraphs develops from a main idea, a topic 
sentence

v Establishes direction for the paragraph 

v Shows structure as all sentences that follow 
support/develop it 



The ‘topic sentence’

The beginning of the paragraph 

Following sentences support the topic sentence, developing the 
paragraph 

With the growing reliance on electronic correspondence, knowledge on phishing is 
ever more important. People no longer rely on paper traces or the postal service to 
receive and send confidential or important documents. However, on average, a single 
email account will receive up to 500 phishing emails in a year (Gov, 2016). This can 
seriously compromise security, with over 60% of the UK population unaware of 
phishing scams.  



The ‘topic sentence’

The end of the paragraph 
If the topic sentence is at the end, it can provide focus for the 
sentences leading to it. The evidence is given first then the conclusion 
is derived from the evidence/information stated

Sarcella and Oxford (1992) and Birdsong (2001) present contradicting evidence on the 
role of age in language learning. The former study took 25 school-aged participants 
and 5 adult learners and presented them grammar-based teaching. The results 
showed that the children outperformed the adults. In Birdsong’s (2001) replication 
study, the groups were given communicative language teaching. Birdsong’s (2001) 
study displayed an equal statistical gain between the adult and the child group. This 
study also balanced out the groups, ensuring an equal number of participants. This 
indicates that age is not a factor in communicative second language teaching. 



Paragraph checklist

• Does the writer state their main argument clearly?

• Do supporting points follow logically? 

• Are key concepts / terms clearly defined and/or explained?

• Does the evidence chosen support the main argument? 

• Does the writer include comment and/or evaluation to make 
their own stance clear? 

de Chazal & Moore (2013: 31)



For further consolidation

• de Chazal & Moore (2013) pg 29 – 33
•http://www.wheaton.edu/Academics/Services/Wri
ting-Center/Writing-Resources/Topic-Sentence


