
English	Language	
Support
WEEK	10	– FRIDAY	1ST	DECEMBER	



Today’s	aims:	
o To	understand	how	you	can	make	your	writing	flow	

o To	be	able	to	use	techniques	to	create	coherence	and	cohesion	in	your	writing

o To	be	able	to	write	paragraphs	cohesively	

o To	recap	writing	introductions





Why	did	you	do	this?	
More	importantly,	how	did	you	do	this?	
What	did	you	look	out	for	to	ensure	the	essay	made	sense?



You	need	to	do	the	same	in	your	
academic	writing



Coherence	&	Cohesion

…mean	different	things	but	connected	in	idea	and	overlap

What	is	the	difference?
How	can	we	achieve	them?



Coherence
“the	quality	of	being	logical	and	consistent”

How	do	we	create	coherence	in	our	work?	



Coherence
overall	‘understandability’	
involves	features	such	as:	
◦ Summarising	the	argument
◦ Presenting	ideas	in	a	logical	sequence
◦ Putting	separate,	major	points	in	separate	paragraphs	
◦ Beginning	each	paragraph	with	a	topic	sentence

based	on	the	logic	of	the	ideas	and	how	they	are	presented	



Cohesion
“the	action	of	fact	of	forming	a	united	whole”

How	do	we	create	cohesion	in	our	work?	



Cohesion
degree	to	which	sentences/paragraphs	are	connected	
ideas	flow
cohesive	devices:
◦ referring	back	
◦ guiding	
◦ signposting	language	



To	summarise…
Coherencemeans	the	connection	of	ideas	at	the	idea	level

(the	“rhetorical”	aspects	of	your	writing,	which	include	developing	and	supporting	your	
argument	(e.g.	thesis	statement	development),	synthesizing	and	integrating	readings,	

organizing	and	clarifying	ideas)

Cohesionmeans	the	connection	of	ideas	at	the	sentence	level
(the	“grammatical”	aspects	of	writing)



Example	1

"My	favourite colour is blue. I	like it because it is	calming	and it	
relaxes	me. I	often	go	outside	in	the	summer	and	lie	on	the	grass	
and	look	into	the clear	sky when	I	am stressed. For this	reason,	I'd	

have	to	say	my	favourite colour is	blue."

Adapted	from:	http://gordonscruton.blogspot.co.uk/2011/08/what-is-cohesion-coherence-cambridge.html



Cohesion	and	Coherence

"My	favourite colour is blue. I	like it because it is	calming	and it	
relaxes	me. I	often	go	outside	in	the	summer	and	lie	on	the	grass	
and	look	into	the clear	sky when	I	am stressed. For this	reason,	I'd	

have	to	say	my	favourite colour is	blue."

Adapted	from:	http://gordonscruton.blogspot.co.uk/2011/08/what-is-cohesion-coherence-cambridge.html



Example	2

"My	favourite colour is blue. Blue sports	cars	go very	fast. Driving in	
this	way is	dangerous	and	can	cause	many car	crashes. I	had	a car	

accident once	and broke	my	leg. I	was	very	sad	because	I	had	to	miss	
a	holiday	in	Europe	because	of the	injury."

Adapted	from:	http://gordonscruton.blogspot.co.uk/2011/08/what-is-cohesion-coherence-cambridge.html



Cohesion	with	no	coherence

"My	favourite colour is blue. Blue sports	cars	go very	fast. Driving in	
this	way is	dangerous	and	can	cause	many car	crashes. I	had	a car	
accident once	and broke	my	leg. I	was	very	sad	because	I	had	to	

miss	a	holiday	in	Europe	because	of the	injury."

Lots	of	cohesion,	the	sentences	
connect	clearly	but	this	paragraph	
lacks	coherence.	

Looking	at	the	text	as	a	whole,	it	
does	not	make	sense:
• Starts	about	my	favourite	

colour
• Ends	with	my	holiday

Adapted	from:	http://gordonscruton.blogspot.co.uk/2011/08/what-is-cohesion-coherence-cambridge.html





Using	generic	language	to	create	
cohesion
In	academic	writing,	it	is	vital	to	explicitly	express	relationships,	links	

and	conclusions	

You	will	state	your	main	topic	(topic	sentence),	then	introduce	
relating	ideas	(supporting	statements)	using	a	range	of	structures	

such	as	verbs	and	other	language



Using	generic	academic	
language
COHERENCE	IN	YOUR	WRITING



Establishing	a	research	territory
(main	topic)	
The	increasing	interest	in	...	has	heightened	the	need	for	....

Recently,	there	has	been	growing	interest	in	....

The	development	of	...	has	led	to	the	hope	that....

The	...	has	become	a	favourite topic	for	analysis	....

The	study	of	...	has	become	an	important	aspect	of	....

A	central	issue	in	...	is	....

The	...	has	been	extensively	studied	in	recent	years.

Many	recent	studies	have	focused	on	....

http://www.uefap.com/writing/genre/introd.htm



Establishing	a	niche
However,	little	information/attention/work/data/research	...

However,	few	studies/investigations/researchers/attempts	...

The	research	has	tended	to	focus	on	...,	rather	than	on	...

These	studies	have	emphasised...,	as	opposed	to	...

Although	considerable	research	has	been	devoted	to	...	,	rather	less	attention	has	been	paid	to	...

http://www.uefap.com/writing/genre/introd.htm



Occupying	the	Niche
The	purpose/aim	of	this	paper	is	to	...

This	paper	reports	on	the	results	obtained	....

This	study	was	designed	to	...

This	paper	argues	that	....

We	have	organise the	rest	of	this	paper	in	the	following	way	....

This	paper	is	structured	as	follows	....

The	remainder	of	this	paper	is	divided	into	five	sections	...	

… will	be	discussed	in	this	paper

http://www.uefap.com/writing/genre/introd.htm



Questioning	the	topic
To	adequately	understand…,	… should	be	considered

(Key	terms	in	the	argument)	need	to	be	queried/questioned	because...

Having	developed	these	terms,	(reformulate	the	argument	and	retest	against	evidence	analysed
in	the	new	terms)

(Key	pieces	of	evidence)	do	not	fit	this	argument/explanation

Most	researchers	tend	towards	(their	position).	If	this	were	considered	in	(different)	terms,	it	
would	become	possible	to	generate	such	new	insights	as	…

http://gw-uw20.blogspot.co.uk/2009/04/how-to-make-key-rhetorical-and.html



Putting	your	research	into	the	larger	field
While	it	may	appear	that…are	insignificant,	when	understood	as…,	they	[significance	of	new	
understanding]

Considering	… in	(different) terms,	it	becomes	possible	to	generate	such	new	insights	as	…

Although	it	might	appear	that	… is	…,	it	could	be	interpreted	as	…

Although	this	term	is	usually	understood	in	(this)	way,	in	the	context	of	this	work	it	means	this	
[more	complex,	nuanced,	specific,	specialized	thing]

This	(different)	meaning	is	important	because	…

http://gw-uw20.blogspot.co.uk/2009/04/how-to-make-key-rhetorical-and.html



Coherence	&	synonyms	
An	easy	way	to	ensure	your	writing	has	coherence	is	to	add	synonyms

You	don’t	repeat	the	main	topic	words	but	your	reader	follows	the	
writing	and	is	reminded	of	the	topic

Find	some	synonyms	for	the	words	on	your	worksheet



Linking	words
COHESION	AT	PARAGRAPH	LEVEL



3	primary	linking	words

and
or

but





















Ways	to	link	paragraphs
COHESION	AT	ESSAY	LEVEL



Not	every	paragraph	transition	requires	a	
conjunctive	adverb	or	transitional	phrase;	often,	
your	logic	will	appear	through	a	word	or	concept	
common	to	the	last	sentence	of	the	preceding	

paragraph	and	the	topic	sentence	of	the	following	
paragraph



Conjunctive	adverbs	&	transitional	phrases
accordingly in	addition

also in	contrast
regardless for	example
besides for	instance
certainly in conclusion
consequently of	course
finally as	a	result
furthermore in	other words
hence
however
incidentally
meanwhile

http://www.writing.ucsb.edu/faculty/donelan/para.html



Using	generic	languages	to	relate	back	
(Topic	sentence)	With	the	majority	of	University	students	owning	mobile	phones,	they	have	
become	central	to	developing	pedagogy	in	recent	years.	
(supporting	statements)	– using	technology	in	the	classroom	to	support	use	of	mobile	phones.	
(Concluding	statement)	Despite	attempts	to	incorporate	mobile	phones	into	teaching	and	
learning,	there	are	still	several	obstacles	to	overcome.	

(Topic	sentence)	One	of	these	obstacles	is	the	huge	distraction	created	by	mobile	phones,	
creating	difficulties	in	concentration	for	students,	even	at	University.	
…



Using	generic	languages	to	relate	back	
(Topic	sentence)	With	the	majority	of	University	students	owning	mobile	phones,	they	have	
become	central	to	developing	pedagogy	in	recent	years.	
(supporting	statements)	– using	technology	in	the	classroom	to	support	use	of	mobile	phones.	
(Concluding	statement)	Despite	attempts	to	incorporate	mobile	phones	into	teaching	and	
learning,	there	are	still	several	obstacles to	overcome.	

(Topic	sentence)	One	of	these	obstacles	is	the	huge	distraction	created	by	mobile	phones,	
creating	difficulties	in	concentration	for	students,	even	at	University.	
…



Using	generic	languages	to	relate	back	
(Topic	sentence)	With	the	majority	of	University	students	owning	mobile	phones,	they	have	
become	central	to	developing	pedagogy	in	recent	years.	
(supporting	statements)	– using	technology	in	the	classroom	to	support	use	of	mobile	phones.	
(Concluding	statement)	Despite	attempts	to	incorporate	mobile	phones	into	teaching	and	
learning,	there	are	still	several	obstacles to	overcome.	

(Topic	sentence)	One	of	these	obstacles is	the	huge	distraction	created	by	mobile	phones,	
creating	difficulties	in	concentration	for	students,	even	at	University.	
…



The	best way	to	achieve	coherence	and	
cohesion:

PLANNING



Writing	Paragraphs



Paragraphs	
Read	the	two	paragraphs	and	make	brief	notes	for	each:	de	
Chazal	&	Moore	(2013:29/30)

The	Main	Point	(Topic	sentence)
Supporting	Points
Evidence	



Discuss	what	the	two	paragraphs	have	in	
common	and	how	they	differ.	Think	about:	
o The	general	topic
o The	perspectives	mentions/stance	of	the	writers	
o The	source	(genre,	audience,	purpose)
o Use	of	citation	



Analysing	a	main	body	paragraph
Which	features	would	you	expect	to	find	in	a	main	body	paragraph	of	a	
discursive	essay?	
Essential	(E),	optional	(O)	or	not	relevant	(N)

a) The	main	point	of	the	paragraph	
expressed	clearly

b) A	thesis	statement

c) Additional	supporting	points

d) Explanation	of	a	concept

e) Definition	of	key	terms

f) Examples	and	other	supporting	evidence

g) Citations

h) Comment	on	or	evaluation	of	main	
points

i) A	concluding	statement	recapping	or	
summarising	the	main	idea

j) A	link	to	the	next	paragraph	



Unified and	coherent

In	each	paragraph	one idea	of	topic	is	developed	
and	explained



Unified
must	follow	the	idea	mentioned	in	the	topic	sentence and	must	not	
deviate	from	it	
must	also	be	relevant	to	the	title



Coherent
has	sentences	that	all	logically	follow	each	other
the	ideas	flow	and	are	not	isolated
transitions,	linking	words/phrases	
structuring	your	paragraph	to	patterns:	general	to	particular;	whole	
to	parts;	question	to	answer;	effect	to	cause



You	cannot	have	a	2-sentence	paragraph
should	have	enough	sentences	to	fully	develop	the	main	idea	(topic	
sentence)	
generalisations	should	always	be	supported	with	examples	or	
evidence
be	specific,	assume	the	reader	is	new	to	the	topic	
avoid	repetition	



It	is	commonly	recognized	that	dogs	have	an	extreme	antagonism	toward	cats.	This	enmity	

between	these	two	species	can	be	traced	back	to	the	time	of	the	early	Egyptian	dynasties.	

Archaeologists	in	recent	years	have	discovered	Egyptian	texts	in	which	there	are	detailed	

accounts	of	canines	brutally	mauling	felines.	Today	this	type	of	cruelty	between	these	two	

domestic	pets	can	be	witnessed	in	regions	as	close	as	your	own	neighbourhood.	For	

example,	when	dogs	are	walked	by	their	masters	(and	they	happen	to	catch	sight	of	a	stray	

cat),	they	will	pull	with	all	their	strength	on	their	leash	until	the	master	is	forced	to	yield;	

the	typical	result	is	that	a	feline	is	chased	up	a	tree.	The	hatred	between	dogs	and	cats	has	

lasted	for	many	centuries,	so	it	is	unlikely	that	this	conflict	will	ever	end.

Wheaton	College	Writing	Center (2009)



A	good	paragraph?
Unity: All	the	sentences	relate	back	to	the	topic	
sentence
Coherence: the	ideas/thoughts	flow	with	good	
transitions
Developed: the	topic	develops,	with	two	reasons	and	
examples	to	give	the	reasons	more	validity	

Wheaton	College	Writing	Center (2009)



The	‘Topic	Sentence’
v Every	paragraphs	develops	from	a	main	idea,	a	topic	
sentence
v Establishes	direction	for	the	paragraph	
v Shows	structure	as	all	sentences	that	follow	
support/develop	it	



The	‘topic	sentence’
The	beginning	of	the	paragraph	
Following	sentences	support	the	topic	sentence,	developing	the	
paragraph	

With	the	growing	reliance	on	electronic	correspondence,	knowledge	on	phishing	is	
ever	more	important.	People	no	longer	rely	on	paper	traces	or	the	postal	service	to	
receive	and	send	confidential	or	important	documents.	However,	on	average,	a	single	
email	account	will	receive	up	to	500	phishing	emails	in	a	year	(Gov,	2016).	This	can	
seriously	compromise	security,	with	over	60%	of	the	UK	population	unaware	of	
phishing	scams.		



The	‘topic	sentence’
The	beginning	of	the	paragraph	
Following	sentences	support	the	topic	sentence,	developing	the	
paragraph	

With	the	growing	reliance	on	electronic	correspondence,	knowledge	on	phishing	is	
ever	more	important.	People	no	longer	rely	on	paper	traces	or	the	postal	service	to	
receive	and	send	confidential	or	important	documents.	However,	on	average,	a	single	
email	account	will	receive	up	to	500	phishing	emails	in	a	year	(Gov,	2016).	This	can	
seriously	compromise	security,	with	over	60%	of	the	UK	population	unaware	of	
phishing	scams.		



The	‘topic	sentence’
The	end	of	the	paragraph	
If	the	topic	sentence	is	at	the	end,	it	can	provide	focus	for	the	sentences	
leading	to	it.	The	evidence	is	given	first	then	the	conclusion	is	derived	
from	the	evidence/information	stated

Sarcella and	Oxford	(1992)	and	Birdsong	(2001)	present	contradicting	evidence	on	the	
role	of	age	in	language	learning.	The	former	study	took	25	school-aged	participants	
and	5	adult	learners	and	presented	them	grammar-based	teaching.	The	results	
showed	that	the	children	outperformed	the	adults.	In	Birdsong’s	(2001)	replication	
study,	the	groups	were	given	communicative	language	teaching.	Birdsong’s	(2001)	
study	displayed	an	equal	statistical	gain	between	the	adult	and	the	child	group.	This	
study	also	balanced	out	the	groups,	ensuring	an	equal	number	of	participants.	This	
indicates	that	age	is	not	a	factor	in	communicative	second	language	teaching.	



The	‘topic	sentence’
The	end	of	the	paragraph	
If	the	topic	sentence	is	at	the	end,	it	can	provide	focus	for	the	sentences	
leading	to	it.	The	evidence	is	given	first	then	the	conclusion	is	derived	
from	the	evidence/information	stated

Sarcella and	Oxford	(1992)	and	Birdsong	(2001)	present	contradicting	evidence	on	the	
role	of	age	in	language	learning.	The	former	study	took	25	school-aged	participants	
and	5	adult	learners	and	presented	them	grammar-based	teaching.	The	results	
showed	that	the	children	outperformed	the	adults.	In	Birdsong’s	(2001)	replication	
study,	the	groups	were	given	communicative	language	teaching.	Birdsong’s	(2001)	
study	displayed	an	equal	statistical	gain	between	the	adult	and	the	child	group.	This	
study	also	balanced	out	the	groups,	ensuring	an	equal	number	of	participants.	This	
indicates	that age	is	not	a	factor	in	communicative	second	language	teaching.	



Peer-review	– evaluate	your	partner’s	writing
Give	feedback	on	2	positives	and	1	weakness
Does	the	writer	state	their	main	argument	clearly?
Do	supporting	points	follow	logically?	
Are	key	concepts	/	terms	clearly	defined	and/or	explained?
Does	the	evidence	chosen	support	the	main	argument?	
Does	the	writer	include	comment	and/or	evaluation	to	make	their	
own	stance	clear?	

de	Chazal	&	Moore	(2013:	31)



Paragraph	checklist
Does	the	writer	state	their	main	argument	clearly?
Do	supporting	points	follow	logically?	
Are	key	concepts	/	terms	clearly	defined	and/or	explained?
Does	the	evidence	chosen	support	the	main	argument?	
Does	the	writer	include	comment	and/or	evaluation	to	make	their	
own	stance	clear?	

de	Chazal	&	Moore	(2013:	31)


